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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

The numbering of claims is not in accordance with 37 CFR 1. 126 which requires the 
original numbering of the claims to be preserved throughout the prosecution. When claims are 
canceled, the remaining claims must not be renumbered. When new claims are presented, they 
must be numbered consecutively beginning with the number next following the highest 
numbered claims previously presented (whether entered or not). 

Misnumbered claims 22-42 must be renumbered 21-41 because the claims skips from 
claim 20 to 22. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being anticipated by Yates et al. (US 
Patent No: 6,750,803 B2) in view of Burleson et al. (US Patent No: 6,717,528 Bl). 
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As for claim 1, Yates teaches of a multi-electronic display remote control apparatus (14), 
comprising: A transmitter (28) to send wired or wireless code to two or more receivers (28) in 
column 3, lines 65-67. The pad is shown to be able to generate, hence transit signals. 

Yates goes on to teach of a signal receiver (28) having the capability of receiving (28) 
wired or wireless signals (30) from the signal transmitter (28) and the ability to route received 
signals (30) to a plurality of electronic displays in column 4, lines 26-30. It is clear that the 
section teaches that the apparatus is able to receive signals. 

Yates goes on to teach of a plurality of electronic displays (22,24,26) with the means of 
receiving and interpreting code in column 4, lines 65-67 and in Fig. 1. The section and figure 
teaches that the displays are able to communicate with the apparatus. 

What Yates does not explicitly teach is a method of utilizing both wire and wireless 
technology. 

Burleson teaches that the signals can be delivered by wired or wireless means in column 
4, lines 38-40. 

It would have been obvious for one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to include the teachings of wired and wireless technology as taught by Burleson with 
the remote control apparatus of Yates in order to conveniently control multiple appliances (see 
Burleson: column 1, lines 30-32). 

As for claims 2 -3 and 15-16, Yates teaches that the multi-electronic-display remote- 
control of claim 1 wherein the said transmitter comprises an infra-red transmitter {claims 2,15} 
and that the multi-electronic-display remote-control of claim 1 wherein the said transmitter 
comprises a radio frequency transmitter {claims 3,16} in column 4, lines 55-58. 
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As for claims 4 and 17, Yates teaches of a multi-electronic-display remote-control of 
claim 1 as mentioned above in dealing with claim 1 . Burleson teaches that wherein the said 
transmitter comprises a wired signal-transmission apparatus in column 4, lines 38-30. 

As for claims 5 and 18, Yates teaches of the multi-electronic-display remote-control of 
claim 1 wherein the said transmitter comprises code capable of transmitting instructions to the 
receiver for indicating electronic display selection and instructional commands as mentioned 
above and in dealing with claim 1 . 

As for claim 6, Yates teaches of the multi-electronic-display remote-control of claim 1 . 
Burleson teaches that the said signal receiver having a means of wired or wireless signal input in 
column 4, lines 28-30. 

As for claim 7, Yates teaches that the multi-electronic-display remote-control of claim 1 
wherein the said signal receiver having a means of decoding received signals above in dealing 
with claim 1 . Where the apparatus is said to teach of a receiver that receive various signals, 
therefore within this method of receiving signals, must contain a decoding method to at least 
distinguish one signal from another if not to recognize the signal or signals. 

As for claims 8 and 9, Yates teaches that the multi-electronic-display remote-control of 
claim 1 wherein the said signal receiver having a means of decoding command code transmitted 
by said signal transmitter (claim 8} and that the multi-electronic-display remote-control of claim 
1 wherein the said signal receiver having a means of transmitting decoded commands from the 
said signal transmitter (claim 9} in dealing with claim 1. As discussed above, the apparatus 
includes a receiver and a transmitter that is able to transmit coded and decode various signals. 
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As for claim 10, Burleson teaches that the multi-electronic-display remote-control of 
claim 1 wherein the said signal receiver having a plurality of wired or wireless signal outputs in 
column 4, lines 28-30. 

As for claims 1 1 and 12, Yates that that the multi-electronic-display remote-control of 
claim I wherein the said signal receiver having a means of transmitting command code received 
from said signal transmitter to one or more of the signal outputs (claim 11} and that the multi- 
electronic-display remote-control of claim 1 wherein the said electronic display having the 
means to receive the wireless or wired electronic code transmitted the signal receiver {claim 12} 
as discussed above in dealing with claim 1. 

As for claim 13, Burleson teaches that the multi-electronic-display remote-control of 
claim 1 wherein the said electronic display having the means to receive the wireless or wired 
electronic code transmitted by the wired or wireless transmitter in column 4, lines 28-30. 

As for claims 14 and 19, Yates teaches of a multi-electronic display remote control 
apparatus in column 3, ines 65-67. 

But Yates does not teach any wire or wireless methodology or of unique identity codes. 

Burleson teaches that the apparatus is able to to send wired or wireless code to two or 
more receivers in column 4, lines 28-30. Burleson goes on to teach of an electronic display with 
the means of mechanically or electronically being assigned a unique identity code for receiving 
and interpreting said user setting and commands transmitted by said transmitter in column 4, 
lines 1-5. The section shows that each signal is intended for a particular appliance (or display), 
hence each signal must have a unique identity code that distinguish one signal for one appliance 
from another. 
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It would have been obvious for one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to include the teachings of wired and wireless technology as taught by Burleson with 
the remote control apparatus of Yates in order to conveniently control multiple appliances (see 
Burleson: column 1, lines 30-32). 

As for claim 20, Burleson teaches that the multi-electronic-display remote-control of 
claim 14 wherein the said electronic display can selectively execute or not execute code being 
received from the transmitter based on the identification ID being sent and the ED assigned to the 
said electronic display in column 4, lines 1-5. 

As for claim 22, Burleson teaches that the multi-electronic-display remote-control of 
claim 14 wherein the said electronic incorporates an apparatus which incorporates a mechanical 
means including, but not limited to, a series of switches, rotary switch, or other mechanical 
means for setting a unique identity to the said electronic display in column 4, lines 53-61. 

As for claims 23-26, Burleson teaches that the multi-electronic-display remote-control of 
claim 14 wherein the said electronic display incorporates electronic means for assigning a 
permanent unique signal receiver ID {claim 23} and that the multi-electronic-display remote- 
control of claim 14 wherein the said electronic display incorporates electronic means for 
assigning and changing the unique signal receiver ID {claim 24} and that the multi-electronic- 
display remote-control of claim 14 wherein the said electronic display incorporates electronic 
means for mechanically assigning and changing a unique signal receiver ID {claim 25} and that 
the multi-electronic-display remote-control of claim 14 wherein the said unique ED to the 
electronic display can be changed by the user or permanently set by the factory at the time of 
manufacture {claim 26} in column 4, lines 15-25. The section shows that the apparatus can 
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correspond to more than one appliances or displays and that each appliances or display are 
uniquely configured accordingly. 

As for claims 27-28, Yates teaches of a multi-electronic-display remote-control of claim 
14 wherein the said electronic display apparatus incorporated into to a multi-screen system as 
taught above in dealing with claim 1 and Burleson teaches that the apparatus in able to receive 
command signals or code from a wired or wireless transmitter in column 4, lines 28-30. 

As for claim 29, Yates teaches of a multi-electronic-display remote-control of claim 14 
wherein the said electronic display apparatus an apparatus to be incorporated into or connected to 
an electronic display has the means to receive command signals or code as taught above in 
dealing with claim 1 . Burleson teaches of using a wired or wireless transmitter and translate the 
received code into new code to be sent to the electronic display in discussed above in dealing 
with claim 14. 

As for claim 30, Yates teaches of an electronic display remote control receiver 
comprising. Burleson teaches of an input port for receiving electronic code from a wired or 
wireless transmitting device. A CPU having the means of decoding information received by the 
input port and sending said decoded information to an electronic display. Electronic memory for 
operational and user defined functions. The means for generating a unique identity code or 
setting to the fore-mentioned. An electronic output port for connecting to an electronic display 
in column 6, lines 15-25. 

As for claims 31-33, Burleson teaches of an electronic display having the means of 
selectively processing user input commands based on a unique ED set within said electronic 
display {claim 31} and of a means for electronically assigning a unique electronic identity code 
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to an electronic display wherein said code would allow the said remote control user to selectively 
control said electronic display or display {claim 32} and of a means for mechanically assigning a 
unique electronic identity code to an electronic display wherein said unique identity code would 
allow the user to selectively send commands for making user adjustments to said electronic 
display {claim 33} in column 4, lines 1-5. 

As for claim 34, Burleson teaches that the remote control of a plurality of electronic 
display screens as in claim 1 where in the display characteristics possible to adjust include but 
are not limited to brightness, contrast, on/off and other screen commands in column 5, lines 35- 
45. 

As for claim 35, Burleson teaches that the remote control of a plurality of electronic 
display screens as in claim 1 wherein the display characteristics possible to adjust can be made to 
a selected group or groups in the array or to the entire array in column 4, lines 1-5. 

As for claim 36, Burleson teaches that the remote control of a plurality of electronic 
display screens as in claim 1 wherein the display characteristics possible to adjust can be made 
simultaneously or in a desired sequence in column 5, lines 45-50. 

As for claim 37, Burleson teaches that the electronic display having the means of being 
assigned by mechanical or electronic means a unique electronic identity code for selectively 
processing user command codes being generated by a wired or wireless transmission apparatus 
in column 4, lines 28-30. 

As for claims 38-40, Burleson teaches that the electronic display of claim 37 wherein the 
said mechanical means for setting a unique code could include a series of switches {claim 38} 
and that the electronic display of claim 37 wherein the said mechanical means for setting a 
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unique code could include a rotary switch {claim 39} and that the electronic display of claim 37 
wherein the said electronic means for setting a unique code includes a electronic buttons {claim 
40} in column 4, lines 55-60. 

As for claim 41 , Burleson teaches that the electronic display of claim 37 wherein the said 
electronic means for setting a unique code includes electronic code integrated into the electronic 
display in column 4, lines 1-5. 

As for claim 42, Yates teaches that the electronic display of claim 37 wherein the said 
electronic means includes a series of commands entered through a user interface such as those 
commonly found on the front of an LCD display in column 7, lines 30-35. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tammy Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272-7773. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:30 (Mon-Fri). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sumati Lefkowitz can be reached on (571) 272-3638. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Tammy Pham 
September 27, 2005 




